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Southvale Building Control are a Local
Authority Building Control Service based in
Oxfordshire. We are part of the South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Council Planning Team. 

Here at Southvale we have over 100 years
experience within the construction industry.
Our locally based team include: a structural
engineer, surveyors, trainee surveyors and
technical support staff.    

Building regulations set minimum standards
for the design and construction of buildings to
ensure the safety and health for people in or
about those buildings. They also include
requirements to ensure that fuel and power is
conserved and facilities are provided for
people, including those with disabilities, to
access and move around inside buildings.

Meeting the requirements of the building
regulations is the responsibility of the person
carrying out the building work and, if they are
not the same person, the owner of the building.

The following types of project are considered
to be building work and will need building
regulations approval:

• The erection or extension of a building
• An alteration involving work which will
temporarily or permanently affect the
ongoing compliance of the building,
service or fitting with the requirements
relating to structure, fire, or access to and
use of buildings

• Installing replacement windows using a
builder or window company which is not
FENSA registered

• The installation or extension of a service or
fitting which is controlled under the
regulations

• The insertion of insulation into a cavity wall
• The underpinning of the foundations of a
building

• When you want to change the building’s
fundamental use

• Renovation of a thermal element
• Change of a building’s energy status.

What we can do for you



WHAT IS BUILDING CONTROL?
Building regulations set minimum standards to help customers achieve safe, fuel efficient,
healthy and well-constructed buildings.

It also includes requirements to ensure that facilities are provided for people, including those
with disabilities, to access and move around inside buildings.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
Meeting the requirements of the building regulations is the responsibility of the person
carrying out the building work and, if they are not the same person, the owner of the building.

WHEN DO YOU NEED US?
The following types of projects are examples of building work that will need building
regulations submission:

• The erection or extension of a building
• An alteration involving work which will temporarily or permanently affect the Buildings
• Replacing windows using a builder or window company which is not FENSA registered
• The installation or extension of a service or fitting which is controlled under the regulations
• The insertion of insulation into a cavity wall
• The underpinning of the foundations of a building
• Changing the building’s fundamental use
• Renovation of a thermal element
• Changing a building’s energy status

If your building work consists only of the installation of certain types of services or fittings
(e.g. some types of drainage, fuel burning appliances, replacement windows, WCs, electrical
installations and showers) you can employ an installer who is registered to self-certify the
work. This means you will not need to formally apply for Building Regulations approval.

If you have any questions just call on: 01235 422700 or visit our websites:
www.southoxon.gov.uk or www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk



Technical Support staff 

Southvale has four technical support staff that
are trained or training to reach technical
membership with the Chartered Association of
Building Engineers (CABE). With this Southvale
are ensuring that the team have up-to-date
knowledge to pass on to our customers and
hopefully ensuring a swifter response as well.

The support staff turn around applications
within 48 hours with 90% of applications
getting registered within 24 hours of being
deposited. 

Trainee Surveyors 

Southvale currently has 2 trainee surveyors
who are undertaking their professional
qualifications to become members of
CABE/RICS. At Southvale we grow our own
staff, giving them the opportunity to develop
and grow as professionals and as people.
The trainees undertake site visits and plan
checks with the support and training from the
surveyors as well as undertaking LABC (Local
Authority Building Control) plan checking
courses. This way of working and growing our
own has been extremely fruitful, as a previous
member of the technical support staff has now
become a surveyor and is undertaking their
portfolio to become chartered. 

Surveyors & Structural Engineer 

Southvale surveyors and structural engineer
have experience in all forms of construction,
ranging from domestic to commercial and new
housing developments. The surveyors and
structural engineer carry out a range of duties
from giving general advice over the phone or
by email to carrying out plan checks and site
inspections. They have a wide range of
knowledge of the type of ground conditions
within the district and are quick to help resolve
any issues on site to ensure that the customer’s
project does not get delayed. 

Here at Southvale Building Control we work
with you to ensure that your project goes
smoothly and help you make it comply with
the current regulations. 

We pride ourselves on our customer service,
knowledge and turnaround times of our
application. 

For further information just give us a call on

01235 422700 

or email us at
building.control@southandvale.gov.uk .

Who we are 



DID YOU KNOW?

“The Service has been excellent
and we greatly appreciate the
advice and guidance of your of
your knowledgeable inspectors.”

“Wow, just can't believe how
quick you guys are turning
applications around.”

We currently
approve and
inspect…

of applications 
are examined 
and approved 
within 48 hours

For all queries call:
01235 422 700

For same day site inspections,
please call before 9:30am

Timed appointments can be made

We have over
100 YEARS
of surveying knowledge

…of all building
works that take

place within68%

95%

SAME DAY SITE INSPECTION

Feedback

TECHNICAL SUPPORT STAFF ARE ACCREDITED BY THE



CLICK on the links below for the full documents:

Part A – Structure
Building regulation in England covering the structural elements of a building.
This edition covers the loadings on a building, and the construction of the structural elements including the
foundations, walls, floors, roofs and chimneys.

Part B – Fire safety
Building regulation in England covering fire safety matters within and around buildings.
Building regulations for fire safety in residential homes, including new and existing dwellings, flats, residential
accommodation, schools, colleges and offices.

Part C – Site preparation and resistance to contaminates and moisture
Building regulation in England for the condition of the ground upon which a building is to be built.
The current edition covers the clearance or treatment of unsuitable material, resistance to contaminants and
sub-soil drainage. Information on the resistance to moisture of floors, walls and roofs is included, with examples
of damp proofing and ventilation provisions.

Part D – Toxic substances
Building regulation in England covering the prevention of toxic substances in buildings.
This edition covers toxic substances with the use of insulating materials in cavity walls and the prevention of
toxic fumes entering the building.

Part E – Resistance to sound
Building regulation in England for the resistance to the passage of sound and sound insulation.
This edition covers sound insulation requirements in dwelling-houses, flats, rooms for residential use and schools.

Part F – Ventilation
Building regulation in England for the ventilation requirements to maintain indoor air quality.
This edition covers new dwellings, new buildings other than dwellings and existing buildings. The types of 
ventilation covered includes, mechanical, passive stack, background and purge (rapid).

Building 
Regulations

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/site-preparation-and-resistance-to-contaminates-and-moisture-approved-document-c
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/toxic-substances-approved-document-d
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resistance-to-sound-approved-document-e
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ventilation-approved-document-f
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sanitation-hot-water-safety-and-water-efficiency-approved-document-g
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drainage-and-waste-disposal-approved-document-h


Part G – Sanitation, hot water safety and water efficiency
Building regulation for England addressing hot water safety and efficiency of water in buildings.
The current edition covers the standards required for cold water supply, water efficiency, hot water supply and
systems, sanitary conveniences and washing faclities, bathrooms and kitchens and food preparation areas.

Part H – Drainage and waste disposal
Building regulation in England for foul water drainage and disposal.
The current edition covers details of foul water drainage, both above and below ground, pipe sizes, protection of
pipes, manholes and inspection chambers.

Part J – Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems
Building regulation in England for the storage of fuel systems and combustion products.
This edition covers the air supply, discharge of combustion products and protection of the building for solid fuel,
gas and oil appliances, along with the provision of information for heaths, fireplaces, flues and chimneys.

Part K – Protection from falling, collision and impact
Building regulation in England covering the buildings users protection from falling, collision and 
impact in and around the building.
This edition covers protection from falling, collision and impact and includes designing staircases, ladders,
ramps, guarding and vehicle barriers in and around all types of buildings.

This edition was also updated by combining Approved Document N: glazing and also some overlapping 
guidance that is in Approved Document M: access to and use of buildings respectively.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/combustion-appliances-and-fuel-storage-systems-approved-document-j
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protection-from-falling-collision-and-impact-approved-document-k
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conservation-of-fuel-and-power-approved-document-l
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-and-use-of-buildings-approved-document-m


Part L – Conservation of fuel and power
Building regulation in England setting standards for the energy performance of new and existing buildings.
This current edition covers the energy efficiency requirements of the building regulations as set out in Part L 
of Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations and in a number of specific building regulations. Technical guidance is
contained in 4 Part L Approved Documents and 2 building services compliance guides.

Please see the addendum to the non-domestic building services compliance guide – 2013 edition.

Amendments to Approved Document L
An amendment document which lists the 2016 changes made to the previous edition of all the Approved 
Document Ls has also been published.

Part M – Access to and use of buildings
Building regulation in England to ensure people are able to access and use buildings and their facilities.
Building regulations for access to and use of buildings in dwellings and buildings other than dwellings and provides
a baseline for accessibility in the built environment.

Volume 1
The 2015 edition with 2016 amendments of ‘Approved Document M: access to and use of buildings Volume 1:
dwellings’ only covers dwellings and contains updated guidance. In particular, it introduces 3 categories of dwellings:

• category 1: visitable dwellings

• category 2: accessible and adaptable dwellings

• category 3: wheelchair user dwellings

• categories 2 and 3 apply only where required by planning permission.

The 2015 edition with 2016 amendments took effect on 1 March 2016 for use in England.

Correction to previous edition
A correction document which lists the 2016 changes made to the previous edition of ‘Approved Document M:
access to and use of buildings Volume 1: dwellings’ 2015 edition has also been published

Volume 2
This 2015 edition amendments of ‘Approved Document M: access to and use of buildings Volume 2: buildings other
than dwellings’ only covers buildings other than dwellings.

The 2015 edition took effect on 1 October 2015 for use in England.

These approved documents give guidance for compliance with the Building Regulations for building work carried
out in England. It also applies to building work carried out on excepted energy buildings in Wales as defined in the
Welsh Ministers (Transfer of Functions) (No. 2) Order 2009.

Building 
Regulations

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-safety-approved-document-p
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/security-in-dwellings-approved-document-q


Part N – Glazing safety (Transferred to part K)

Part P – Electrical safety
Building Regulation in England covering electrical safety in dwellings.
The current edition explains when notification of work is required. Information on the design, installation,
inspection, testing and provision of information is explained.

Part Q – Security in dwellings
Building regulation for England covering security in dwellings.
This edition covers the standards for doors and windows to resist physical attack by a burglar. It includes 
standards on being both sufficiently robust and fitted with appropriate hardware.

This also supports requirement Q1 of schedule 1 to the Building Regulations 2010. Requirement Q 1 applies
only in relation to new dwellings and provides that reasonable provision must be made to resist unauthorised
access to any dwelling; and any part of a building from which access can be gained to a flat within the building.

Part R – High speed electronic communications networks
Building regulation for England covering requirements for high-speed electronic communications
networks in buildings.
This edition introduces a new requirement for in-building physical infrastructure which enables connections to
broadband networks.

The requirement applies in England to new buildings and to existing buildings that are subject to major 
renovation works. The requirement applies both to dwellings and to buildings other than dwellings.

Approved Document R takes effect on 1 January 2017 for use in England. It does not apply to work subject to a
building notice, full plans application or initial notice submitted before 1 January 2017.

Reg. 7 – Material and workmanship
Building regulation for England setting out the standards of the building materials and skills used.
The requirement for carrying out building work using the proper materials and in a workmanlike manner.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-electronic-communications-networks-approved-document-r
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/material-and-workmanship-approved-document-7
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-electronic-communications-networks-approved-document-r
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/material-and-workmanship-approved-document-7


www.southoxon.gov.uk www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

135 Eastern Avenue 
Milton Park 

Milton 
OX14 4SB

Phone: 01235 422700
Email: building.control@southandvale.gov.uk
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