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MPBA Briefing Notes

Introduction //
This technical briefing gives MPBA and  members guidance on their Duties in relation to 

Inspection and testing of their buildings that they may be responsible for in the normal 

course of their business.

This briefing is aimed at anyone involved with the supply and installation of such buildings 

and as such is applicable to manufacturers, suppliers, customers and electrical contractors 

alike. 

The aim of this technical briefing is to ensure that electrical installations are initially safe, are 

working correctly and remain in this condition for the life of the building. 

The technical briefing leads to straightforward arrangements which can be understood by 

all parties involved in the design, manufacture, supply and use of modular and portable 

buildings, whether for sale or hire.

These arrangements are designed to meet Health and Safety legislation, the most relevant 

being the Electricity at Work Regulations 1989. Reference is also made to BS 7671 :2008 

: Amendment 3 :2015 Requirements for Electrical Installations, referred to in this code of 

practice as the IET Wiring Regulations. 

Compliance with the IET Wiring Regulations is likely to achieve compliance with the 

Electricity at Work Regulations.

It should be noted that recognition of compliance with this code of practice is dependent on 

current membership of the MPBA and ensuring that the member company has adequately 

trained and certified staff. 

Initial //
All buildings (Modular or Portable) shall undergo a PDI (Pre Delivery Inspection) before their 

initial deployment and / or before any and all deployment from the depot to the customer. 

This ensures that insofar as is reasonably practicable the building is tested at a point at 

which responsibility for the building is transferred.

Where the building is new prior to leaving the manufacturer, a PDI shall be completed by the 

manufacturer of the building and the appropriate MPBA documentation completed and a 

copy despatched with the unit to the relevant depot / customer.
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This technical briefing gives industry association and members guidance on their Duties in 
relation to Inspection and Testing of their buildings that they may be responsible for in the 
normal course of their business.

These arrangements are designed to meet Health and Safety legislation, the most relevant 
being the Electricity at Work Regulations 1989. Reference is also made to BS 7671 : 2018. 
Requirements for Electrical Installations, referred to in this code of practice as the IET Wiring 
Regulations.

It should be noted that recognition of compliance with this code of practice is dependent on
current membership of the Industry Association and ensuring that the member company has 
adequately trained and certified or qualified staff.

This briefing is aimed at anyone involved with the supply and installation of such buildings 
and as such is applicable to manufacturers, suppliers, customers and electrical contractors
alike.

The aim of this technical briefing is to ensure that electrical installations are initially safe, are 
working correctly and remain in this condition for the life of the building.

The technical briefing leads to straightforward arrangements which can be understood by all 
parties involved in the design, manufacture, supply and use of modular and portable 
buildings, whether for sale or hire.

Compliance with the IET Wiring Regulations is likely to achieve compliance with the 
Electricity at Work Regulations.

All buildings (Modular or Portable) shall undergo a PDI (Pre Delivery Inspection) before their 
initial deployment and / or before any and all deployment from the depot to the customer. 
This ensures that insofar as is reasonably practicable the building is tested at a point at which 
responsibility for the building is transferred.

Where the building is new prior to leaving the manufacturer, an appropriate electrical 
certificate shall be completed by the  manufacturer of the building and the appropriate MPBA 
documentation completed and a copy despatched with the unit to the relevant 
depot / customer.
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Where a new unit is initially deployed from a depot (e.g. NOT the manufacturer) then a PDI 

should take place at the issuing depot and the appropriate MPBA PDI documentation issued.

In all circumstances a PDI shall be issued prior to the initial deployment of a building or when 

repairs, alterations and / or bespoke wiring has been installed.

In every circumstance where the building is about to be put on hire (put into service) then a 

PDI shall be undertaken by a suitably competent person and the documentation issued with 

the building. 

Periodic //
Where periodic reporting is concerned there are two circumstances to be considered:

Where the unit is deployed on a customers site:

In these circumstances MPBA strongly recommend that the responsibility for ensuring the 

electrical system is maintained in a safe condition is devolved to the hiring party. 

It is MPBA’s view that members should not be accepting responsibility for a system for which 

they do not have control of and as such the responsibility for the inspection and testing of 

the building immediately after delivery (on initial connection to a source of energy) and the 

ongoing inspection and testing should be devolved to the customer.

This ensures that the frequency of inspection and testing is correctly determined in full 

knowledge of the type of installation, its use and operation, the frequency and quality of 

maintenance and any external influences that the building may be subjected to.  

Where a customer advises a member of the need to replace / repair / amend a system in a 

building then this shall only be completed by a competent engineer who has successfully 

completed the MPBA L2 course and assessment in relation to the addition or alteration of 

systems that are in service. 

Following the repair of an existing circuit that is in service (deployed at site), or where an 

extension or alteration has been completed then the MPBA member shall complete the “MPBA 

single circuit” test documentation. 

Where the building is retained at a depot:

Where the building has additions or alterations made to the electrical system then this shall 

only be completed by a competent engineer who has successfully completed the MPBA L2 

course and assessment in relation to the addition or alteration of systems that are in service 

and the appropriate documentation (“MPBA single circuit” test documentation) shall be 

issued. 

There is no requirement to routinely inspect and test a building that is either not in service or is 

not about to be put into service. 

(Updated 1st March 2015)

3.1

3.2

Where a new unit is initially deployed from a depot (e.g. NOT the manufacturer) then a PDI
should take place at the issuing depot and the appropriate documentation issued.

In all circumstances a PDI shall be issued prior to the initial deployment of a building or when 
repairs, alterations and / or bespoke wiring has been installed.

In every circumstance where the building is about to be put on hire (put into service) then a
PDI shall be undertaken by a suitably competent person and the documentation issued with
the building.

Where periodic reporting is concerned there are two circumstances to be considered:

In these circumstances industry association strongly recommend that the responsibility for 
ensuring the electrical system is maintained in a safe condition is devolved to the hiring party.

It is Industry Association  view that members should not be accepting responsibility for a 
system for which  they do not have control of and as such the responsibility for the inspection 
and testing of the building immediately after delivery (on initial connection to a source of 
energy) and the ongoing inspection and testing should be devolved to the customer.

This ensures that the frequency of inspection and testing is correctly determined in full  
knowledge of the type of installation, its use and operation, the frequency and quality of 
maintenance and any external influences that the building may be subjected to. 

Where a customer advises a member of the need to replace / repair / amend a system in 
a building then this shall only be completed by a fully qualified electrical engineer or a 
competent engineer who has successfully completed the Industry Association Level 2 Training 
course and assessment in relation to the addition or alteration of systems that are in service.

Following the repair of an existing circuit that is in service (deployed at site), or where an 
extension or alteration has been completed then the members shall complete Single Circuit 
test documentation.

Where the building has additions or alterations made to the electrical system then this shall 
only be completed by a fully qualified electrical engineer or a competent engineer who has 
successfully completed the Industry Association Level 2 course and assessment in relation to 
the addition or alteration of systems that are in service and the appropriate documentation 
(“MPBA single circuit” test documentation) shall be issued.

There is no requirement to routinely inspect and test a building that is either not in service 
or is  not about to be put into service.

Printed documents appropriate to this briefing note can be purchased from the MPBA.

(Updated 20th August 2019)


